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Assessments irk Grayslake group
By Andrew L. Wang | Tribune staff reporter
November 27, 2007

Annoyed with what they believe are inconsistent property assessments and a
nearly impenetrable appeals process, a group of Grayslake residents wants to
give Lake County residents the knowledge to take up their cases with county
officials.

In July, members of Citizens Action Project issued a report, based on six
months of research of local property tax records, that called the assessment
process "unusually bereft of due process" and therefore unfair.

Now the group is planning an informational meeting to show homeowners how
to challenge their home's assessed value.

The public meeting, titled "What Your
Township Assessor Doesn't Want You to
Know," is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
at Byron Colby Barn, 1561 Jones Point Rd.
Information is available at 
Citizensactionproject.org.

"We have several citizens who have
successfully appealed and we've picked out
the examples that show how to do it," said 
Steve Minsky, CAP's vice president.

CAP members took up the issue of
property assessments after some noticed
significant year-to-year increases in 
assessed values in some properties and
widely varying assessments among similar 
properties.

Among the group's conclusions was that
the methods used by assessors should be
more transparent, and there should be 
more county oversight of assessors.

Lake County Chief Assessor Martin
Paulson declined to comment on the group's report, saying that assessors in the county's 18 townships
do the property assessments, not his office.

Paulson said he and his staff have held numerous public meetings on the subject and added features to
the office's Web site -- http://www.co.lake.il.us/assessor -- to help homeowners understand the process,
including a searchable database they can use to find properties comparable to their own.

"That goes right to the heart of transparency," Paulson said. "We'll continue to do this type of thing that
will help taxpayers."

At Tuesday's meeting, the group plans to explain the appeals process and outline strategies for a
successful appeal before the Lake County Board of Review, Minsky said. The group recommends that
homeowners conduct research using the assessor's Web site on comparable properties, get an
independent appraisal and learn and understand the appeals process.

State Sen. Michael Bond (D-Grayslake), who plans to attend Tuesday's meeting, said that his office is
looking for ways to improve the transparency of the assessment process. His office is also exploring how
to address inconsistencies among townships, the bodies that perform assessments, he said.

"Each township assessor operates as a completely independent body," Bond said. "There are some
best-practices for evaluating real estate, and some choose to adopt those and some choose to use their
own methods."
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